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Patcharin Mabhittikorn 2008: Singhakraiphop: A Study of Adaptation of the Poetical
Tale to Modern Plays. Master of Arts (Thai Literature), Major Field: Thai Literature,

Department of Literature. Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor Yada Arrumpee, Ph.D.

187 pages.

This thesis is a study of the adaptation of Sunthornphu’s Singhakraiphop for modern
theatrical performance. The objective is to compare the original poetical version of
Singhakraiphop with the scripts for modern theater by the Faculty of Arts at Silapakorn

University, and by Patravadi Theater.

Singhakraiphop is a typical Thai romance. The main character is a prince who is driven
away from his country. He takes various adventures, is saved by some magical devices, and is a
polygamist. The story has a happy ending. The story of Singhakraiphop has been popularized
in various forms, such as poetical tales, television series, comics, Likae performance (Thai folk

dance drama), and modern theater, which is an interesting phenomenon.

The study reveals that the adaptation of Singhakraiphop from the poetical version to the
scripts for modern theatrical performance can be found in plot, characterization, setting,
symbolism and language. The theme, the interpretation and presentation of the story and
characters remain unchanged. Besides, the study finds that modern techniques are used by the
Faculty of Arts and Patravadi Theatre: masks are used to make the symbolic meanings, as

intended by the producers, clearer to the audience.

On modern stages, Singhakraiphop is made known to the public through new theatrical

methods. Thai heritage literature is, therefore, kept alive in the present society.
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